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Remembrance Day
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The Act of Remembrance

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.
We will remember them.
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Randall Bud Wong
President,

Chinese Canadian Military Museum Society

Judge (Retired),
Supreme Court of British Columbia
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www.ccmms.ca

Remembrance Day is a day for all Canadians to remember the men and women who
served and sacrificed for our country. It is a day we encourage every individual,
young and old, to pause, to give thanks and to remember.

Canadians of Chinese descent have served in the Canadian Armed Forces in World
War I, World War 1l and all subsequent world conflicts in Canadian military uniforms.
Even before being given the citizenship franchise, Chinese Canadians volunteered to
serve the country of their birth to show their loyalty. Although after the First World War
the government of the day did not see fit to grant them the right of citizenship, the
Chinese community in Canada was not deterred and when the Second World War
flared up, Chinese Canadians again offered their services and joined the fight against
the Nazis and the Imperial Japanese. Besides fighting global evil, violence and
inhumanity these Chinese Canadians also focused their efforts and energy in fighting
for civil rights, political, economic and social equality.

These Chinese Canadian veterans’ sacrifices in war and tenacity in the fight for
equity were instrumental in acquiring the right of citizenship for all Chinese in
Canada. The Citizenship franchise allowed them to be equal partners in society
enabling the Chinese Canadians access to many professions that were previously
denied to them. The economic benefits they garnered for fellow Chinese Canadians
were immense.

It is on this day that we remember our Chinese Canadian veterans for what they have
done for our community. We pay tribute to all our Chinese Canadians

who served in uniform and especially to those who gave the ultimate

sacrifice in the service of Canada and to our Chinese community.
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